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UM PROFESSOR’S PRIZE-WINNING NOVEL HEADED FOR PUBLICATION
MISSOULA—
Kate Gadbow, director of the Creative Writing Program at The University of Montana,
won the prestigious 2001 Mary McCarthy Prize in Short Fiction with her novel, “Pushed to
Shore.”
The prize, which is awarded annually by Sarabande Books of Louisville, Ky., includes
a publishing contract. “Pushed to Shore” will be in the company’s 2002-2003 season listings.
The novel is based on Gadbow’s 1983 experience teaching Hmong and Vietnamese
refugees who came to Missoula in the first immigration after the Vietnam war.
“We really don’t understand what happened to us because of Vietnam,” says Gadbow,
who is an adjunct associate professor at the University. “The obvious scars are with the
refugees, but it does come back to our culture, too.” Through the course of the novel, the
narrator begins to understand herself and her own culture and history through trying to help
the refugees, she says.
“An aura of sadness and quiet hopefulness lingered for me for a long time after I
finished this novel,” said competition judge Rosellen Brown. “Its poignancy, I think, comes
from the paradoxical confrontation between innocence and experience these Asian strivers are
caught in - at the same time that they are rendered childlike by ignorance of their new culture,
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we know they have been singed and seared, and therefore secretly toughened.” Brown is the
author of four novels, which include “Tender Mercies” and “Before and A fter,” which was
made into a film starring Meryl Streep and Liam Neeson.
The prize honors Mary McCarthy, who was born in Seattle in 1912. McCarthy’s first
novel was published in 1942. She went on to write 28 books during her lifetime. McCarthy
died of cancer in 1989.
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